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2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REPORT  
 

I.   Provide r Ta x Die s 
 

The  2004 Le g isla tive  Se ssio n a d jo urne d  a t mid nig ht o n Ma y 5th 

a nd  wa s re c o nve ne d  se ve ra l d a ys la te r to  c o mp le te  the  

ne c e ssa ry b ud g e t imp le me nte r le g isla tio n. Ke e p ing  a  c o nsta nt 

p re se nc e  a t the  Ca p ito l, CANPFA wa s e xtre me ly invo lve d  in 

ma ny issue s, b ut the  p rio rity issue  this se ssio n wa s the  p ro p o se d  

nursing  ho me  p ro vid e r ta x. Ta king  a  p o sitio n in o p p o sitio n to  the  

ta x, CANPFA wo rke d  d ilig e ntly to  lo b b y a g a inst the  b ill. In the  

e nd , the  p ro vid e r ta x b ill, Se na te  Bill 565, d ie d  a s the  le g isla ture  

a d jo urne d .  

 

Le gislato rs Addre ss CANPFA’s Co nc e rns 

In the  fina l d a ys o f the  se ssio n, in a n a tte mp t to  p a ss the  

p ro vid e r ta x, ke y le g isla to rs re vise d  a nd  a me nd e d  the  b ill to  

a d d re ss CANPFA’ s c o nc e rns, b ut time  ra n o ut b e fo re  a  vo te  

c o uld  b e  ta ke n a nd  the  b ill d ie d . A c o p y o f the  re vise d  

a me nd me nt c a n b e  vie we d  a t "AN ACT CONCERNING A 

NURSING FACILITY USER FEE." The  a me nd me nt wo uld  ha ve : 

• Co lle c te d  a  use r fe e  o f $14 a  b e d  d a y, a nd  the n re turne d  

the  fe e  in a n “a d d itio na l p e r d ie m ra te ”  o f a p p ro xima te ly 

$35 a  d a y. 

• The  a d d itio na l p e r d ie m ra te  wo uld  no t ha ve  b e e n 

sub je c t to  the  ra te  c a p s. 

• The  mo ne y c o lle c te d  b y the  use r fe e  wo uld  ha ve  b e e n 

ke p t in a  se p a ra te  nursing  ho me  b ud g e t a c c o unt a nd  

use d  to  fund  the  a d d itio na l p e r d ie m ra te . 

• The re  we re  no  string s a tta c he d  to  the  first ye a r o f the  p e r 

d ie m ra te  – b ut ha lf o f a ny inc re a se  in sub se q ue nt ye a rs 

wo uld  ha ve  ha d  to  b e  d e d ic a te d  to  sta ffing .  
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• CCRCs we re  to  b e  wa ive d  o ut. The  ta x wo uld  no t ha ve  

b e c o me  e ffe c tive  until a nd  unle ss the  wa ive r wa s g ra nte d  

b y CMS.  

 

Pro vide r Tax Issue  Will Re turn 

The  p ro vid e r ta x c o ntinue s to  b e  stro ng ly sup p o rte d  b y the  

la b o r unio ns a nd  the  fo r-p ro fit a sso c ia tio n. The re fo re  it is 

e xp e c te d  tha t this issue  will b e  ra ise d  a g a in in the  2005 

Le g isla tive  Se ssio n. 

 

II.  The  Inte rim Budg e t Bills  
 

Altho ug h this wa s the  mid ye a r o f a  b ie nnia l b ud g e t, inte rim 

b ud g e t a d justme nt we re  ma d e  a nd  se ve ra l issue s o f inte re st to  

CANPFA me mb e rs we re  a d d re sse d  in the  two  b ud g e t 

imp le me nte r b ills p a sse d  b y the  le g isla ture . In a d d itio n, the  

a c tua l inte rim b ud g e t b ill (Pub lic  Ac t 04-216) inc lud e s sta te  

fund ing  fo r fe d e ra lly fund e d  Nursing  Fa c ility Tra nsitio n Gra nt to  

e xte nd  wo rk fo r a n a d d itio na l ye a r a nd  p ro vid e s a d d itio na l 

fund ing  fo r a ssiste d  living  in the  thre e  fe d e ra lly fina nc e d  HUD 

fa c ilitie s. A fo urth HUD a ssiste d  living  p ilo t will a lso  b e  initia te d , 

b ut o nly fo r DSS c lie nts.  

 

The  De pa rtme nt of Soc ia l Se rvic e s budg e t imple me nte r bill is 

Public  Ac t 04-258, AN ACT CONCERNING STATE EXPENDITURES 

FOR SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS.  The  p ro visio ns o f this la w 

liste d  b e lo w b e c a me  e ffe c tive  July 1, 2004 unle ss o the rwise  

ind ic a te d . 

• MANAGED CARE PILOT FOR DUAL ELIGIBLES Se c tio n 4 

e sta b lishe s a  ma na g e d  c a re  p ilo t p ro g ra m fo r up  to  500 

d ua l e lig ib le  e ld e rly o r d isa b le d  ind ivid ua ls. The  p ilo t is 

inte nd e d  to  d e mo nstra te  the  fe a sib ility a nd  c o st 

e ffe c tive ne ss o f d e live ring  c o mp re he nsive  he a lth 

insura nc e  c o ve ra g e  in a  ma na g e d  c a re  se tting  to  suc h 

re c ip ie nts.  Effe c tive  June  1, 2004 

• PRIVATE PAY ASSISTED LIVING PILOTS Se c tio ns 5 a nd  6 limit 

the  ma ximum p a rtic ip a tio n in the  two  a ssiste d  living  p ilo t 
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p ro je c ts, e sta b lishe d  p ursua nt to  C .G .S. § §  17b -365 a nd  

17b -366, to  75 p a rtic ip a nts c o mb ine d .   

• REPEAL OF CONTROVERSIAL CONNPACE & MEDICAID 

PROVISIONS IMPLEMENTED IN 2003 

§ Se c tio n 11 re mo ve s the  e sta te  re c o ve ry fo r 

Co nnPACE.  Effe c tive  June  1, 2004 

§ Se c tio n 12 re mo ve s the  a sse t te st fo r 

Co nnPACE.  Effe c tive  June  1, 2004 

§ Se c tio n 43 re p e a ls the  c o -p a ys a nd  

d e d uc tib le s fo r Me d ic a id  c lie nts.  Effe c tive  July 

1, 2004 

• HOUSING VOUCHER PROGRAM WAITING LIST Se c tio n 14 

e sta b lishe s ne w wa iting  list re q uire me nts fo r the  fe d e ra l 

Ho using  Cho ic e  Vo uc he r Pro g ra m, inc lud ing  no tific a tio n 

o f a  DSS-d e sig na te d  Inte rne t we b  site  o f the  fo llo wing :  

the  d a te  a  wa iting  list is o p e ne d , ho w a n a p p lic a nt ma y 

a p p ly a nd  the  d a te , if a ny, whe n the  wa iting  list ma y 

c lo se .  

• LEGAL ALIENS Se c tio ns 15 thro ug h 18 re o p e n sta te  

a ssista nc e  p ro g ra ms, inc lud ing  a  Me d ic a id -e q uiva le nt 

sta te -fund e d  me d ic a l a ssista nc e  p ro g ra m, Co nne c tic ut 

ho me -c a re  p ro g ra m fo r the  e ld e rly, fo o d  a ssista nc e  

p ro g ra m, a nd  sta te -a d ministe re d  g e ne ra l a ssista nc e  

p ro g ra m, to  le g a l a lie ns a s d e fine d  p ursua nt to  C .G .S. § §  

17b -112c , 17b -257b , 17b -342 a nd  17b -790a .  

• SALE OF NON- PROFIT HOSPITAL OPERATIONS  Se c tio ns 22 

thro ug h 24 mo d ify the  re q uire me nts p la c e d  o n a  no n-

p ro fit a c ute  c a re  ho sp ita l whe n it a tte mp ts to  se ll p o rtio ns 

o f the  o p e ra tio ns (suc h a s a  skille d  nursing  fa c ility) to  fo r-

p ro fit e ntitie s.   

• VETERANS HOME SNF Se c tio n 26 a llo ws the  Ve te ra ns Ho me  

a nd  Ho sp ita l in Ro c ky Hill to  a p p ly fo r lic e nsure  fo r skille d  

nursing  b e d s, ICF b e d s a nd  a ssiste d  living  se rvic e s witho ut 

the  ne e d  fo r a  CON.  

• MODIFICATIONS OF DRUG RETURN PENALTIES Se c tio n 28 

re vise s C .G .S. § 17b -363a  to  a llo w DSS d isc re tio n in 

d e te rmining  the  a mo unt o f a  fine  fo r no n-c o mp lia nc e  
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with the  d rug  re turn p ro g ra m. The  sta tute  fo rme rly 

re q uire d  a  fine  o f $30,000 p e r inc id e nt a nd  the  re visio n 

c a lls fo r a  fine  o f “no t mo re  tha n”  $30,000.   

• MODIFICATIONS OF SANCTION RESTRICTIONS ON NEW 

NURSING HOME OWNERSHIP Se c tio n 39 re vise s C .G .S. 

§ 19a -528a  to  (1) re q uire  a ny p o te ntia l nursing  ho me  

lic e nse e  o r o wne r to  d isc lo se  in a  c ha ng e  o f o wne rship  

a p p lic a tio n (i) a ll c ivil p e na ltie s imp o se d  in this o r a ny 

o the r sta te  d uring  a  two -ye a r p e rio d  (no te : the  re vise d  

la ng ua g e  e limina te s the  p rio r re fe re nc e  to  fo ur c ivil 

p e na ltie s), (ii) a ny sta te  inte rme d ia te  sa nc tio ns imp o se d  

und e r the  Me d ic a re  o r Me d ic a id  p ro g ra ms, o r (iii) a ny 

te rmina tio n o r no n-re ne wa l o f a  Me d ic a re  o r Me d ic a id  

p ro vid e r a g re e me nt in a ny sta te  a nd  (2) p ro hib it a ny 

p o te ntia l lic e nse e  o r o wne r fro m a c q uiring  a  nursing  

ho me  in Co nne c tic ut fo r five  ye a rs fro m the  d a te  o f the  

imp o se d  p e na lty, sa nc tio n o r te rmina tio n, unle ss, sub je c t 

to  the  d isc re tio n o f DPH, the  p o te ntia l lic e nse e  o r o wne r 

c a n sho w “g o o d  c a use ”  fo r a llo wing  the  a c q uisitio n.    

• PERSONAL CARE ASSISTANT PILOT FOR ELDERLY Se c tio n 40 

e sta b lishe s a  p ilo t to  a llo w up  to  100 p e rso ns 65 ye a rs o f 

a g e  o r o ld e r a nd  e lig ib le  fo r the  ho me -c a re  p ro g ra m to  

re c e ive  p e rso na l c a re  a ssista nc e  a s a n a lte rna tive  

c o ve re d  se rvic e  to  ho me  he a lth se rvic e s to  a vo id  

institutio na liza tio n.  A no n-sp o usa l fa mily me mb e r ma y 

p ro vid e  p e rso na l c a re  a ssista nc e .  Se c tio n 41 re q uire s a  

fe d e ra l wa ive r fo r this p ilo t.  

 

The  othe r budg e t imple me nte r is Spe c ia l Se ssion Public  Ac t 04-

02, AN ACT CONCERNING BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION. The  

re le va nt p ro visio ns o f this la w a re  liste d  b e lo w: 

• RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME RATE INCREASE Se c tio n 86 

inc re a se s sta te  re imb urse me nt ra te s fo r lic e nse d  

re sid e ntia l c a re  ho me s (RCHs) b y 2 ¼% fo r FY 2004-05. The  

inc re a se  d o e s no t a p p ly to  RCHs tha t wo uld  ha ve  

re c e ive d  a  lo we r ra te  o n July 1, 2004 tha n the y ha d  in FY 

2003-04 b e c a use  o f inte rim ra te  sta tus o r a g re e me nt with 
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DSS, a nd  inste a d , suc h RCHs must re c e ive  tha t lo we r ra te  

o n July 1, 2004. (Se c tio n 86)  Effe c tive  July 1, 2004 

• BLOCK GRANT AUTHORITY LIMITATION Se c tio n 106 p ro hib its 

the  DSS c o mmissio ne r, b e twe e n the  d a te  this b ill ta ke s 

e ffe c t a nd  June  30, 2005, fro m a g re e ing  to  a ny Me d ic a id  

wa ive r in whic h the  fe d e ra l g o ve rnme nt, a s a  c o nd itio n o f 

g ra nting  the  wa ive r, re q uire s the  sta te  to  a g re e  to  limit the  

no rma l 50% fe d e ra l c o st-sha ring  in the  p ro g ra m.  (No te : 

This la w b lo c ks a ny a tte mp t b y the  Ad ministra tio n to  

p ursue  a  fe d e ra l b lo c k g ra nt fo r Me d ic a id ).  Effe c tive  Ma y 

15, 2004 

• CONNECTICUT HOUSING FINANCE AUTHORITY'S (CHFA) 

DUTIES AND POWERS (Se c tio ns 90-95)  Effe c tive  Ma y 15, 

2004 unle ss o the rwise  indic a te d 

o Ne w Britain's Re de ve lo pme nt Plan Allo ws CHFA to  

a me nd  this a p p ro ve d  re d e ve lo p me nt p la n. 

o CHFA'S Po we rs Emp o we rs CHFA to  p ro vid e  

a ssista nc e  in c o nne c tio n with the  Ne w Brita in a nd  

Sta mfo rd  ho using  re vita liza tio n p la ns c re a te d  b y PA 

03-6, June  30 Sp e c ia l Se ssio n.  

o DECD Pro pe rty  Transfe r Ma ke s a  te c hnic a l c ha ng e  in 

re fe re nc e  to  DECD's a utho rity to  tra nsfe r c e rta in 

p ro p e rty to  CHFA.  

o Payme nts In Lie u o f Taxe s By la w, DECD c a n e nte r 

into  c o ntra c ts with a  munic ip a lity a nd  its ho using  

a utho rity to  ma ke  PILOTs to  the  munic ip a lity fo r re a l 

p ro p e rty the  a utho rity o wns o r le a se s und e r DECD's 

mo d e ra te  re nta l a nd  p rima ry ho using  p ro g ra ms. The  

la w e xte nd s the se  p ro visio ns to  p ro p e rty CHFA o wns 

o r le a se s und e r the  two  p ro g ra ms. It is no t c le a r 

whe the r the  PILOT p ro visio n a p p lie s to  p ro p e rty CHFA 

o wns o r le a se s p ursua nt to  PA 03-6, June  Sp e c ia l 

Se ssio n.  

o Te nants Rights and Grie vanc e s Pro c e dure s By la w, 

ho using  a utho ritie s re c e iving  sta te  a ssista nc e  must 

(1) p ro vid e  the ir te na nts with a  writte n le a se , (2) 

a d o p t a  p ro c e d ure  fo r he a ring  te na nt c o mp la ints 
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a nd  g rie va nc e s, (3) a d o p t p ro c e d ure s fo r te na nts to  

c o mme nt o n p ro p o se d  ho using  a utho rity p o lic y a nd  

p ro c e d ure  c ha ng e s, a nd  (4) e nc o ura g e  te na nt 

p a rtic ip a tio n in the  ho using  a utho rity's o p e ra tio n o f 

sta te  ho using  p ro g ra ms. This la w e xte nd s the se  

re q uire me nts to  CHFA o r its sub sid ia ry whe n the y a re  

suc c e sso r o wne rs o f ho using  p re vio usly o wne d  b y a  

ho using  a utho rity fo r mo d e ra te -inc o me  re nta l 

ho using  o r ho using  fo r e ld e rly p e o p le .   Effe c tive  July 

1, 2004 

o CHFA Ho using  Ope ratio ns Whe n CHFA o r its 

sub sid ia ry is a  suc c e sso r o wne r o f ho using  p re vio usly 

o wne d  b y a  ho using  a utho rity fo r mo d e ra te -inc o me  

re nta l ho using  o r ho using  fo r e ld e rly p e o p le , this la w 

sub je c ts CHFA o r its sub sid ia ry to  the  sa me  

re q uire me nts a nd  d ire c ts it to  o p e ra te  o r d isp o se  o f 

the  ho using  in c o mp lia nc e  with the  sa me  la ws a s 

a p p ly to  ho using  a utho ritie s.  

 

III.  Nursing  Home  Fire  Sprinkle r Ma nda te  

 

The  o ffic ia l re p o rt b e ing  d e ve lo p e d  b y DSS, DPH a nd  DPS o n 

the  nursing  ho me  fire  sp rinkle r insta lla tio n tha t wa s ma nd a te d  in 

2003 b y Pub lic  Ac t 03-03 ha s no t ye t b e e n re le a se d . In the  

a b se nc e  o f tha t re p o rt, CANPFA ha d  b e e n wo rking  to  p a ss 

le g isla tio n to  e xte nd  the  c urre nt time line s fo r sp rinkle r 

insta lla tio n so  tha t the re  wo uld  b e  time  to  a d d re ss a ny issue s 

tha t mig ht b e  ra ise d  in the  re p o rt – suc h a s the  fund ing  so urc e s. 

We  we re  unsuc c e ssful in o ur e ffo rts to  inc lud e  this issue  in o ne  o f 

the  b ud g e t imp le me nte r b ills, a nd  the re fo re  the  c urre nt 

time line s re ma in in fo rc e .  

Re minde r: Se c tio n 92 o f Pub lic  Ac t 03-03, sp e c ifie s tha t a ll 

nursing  fa c ilitie s ha ve  a p p ro ve d  a uto ma te d  fire -e xting uishing  

syste ms insta lle d  b y July 1, 2005. The  la w a lso  re q uire s tha t 

fa c ilitie s witho ut a uto ma tic  fire -e xting uishing  syste ms must 

sub mit p la ns to  lo c a l o r sta te  fire  ma rsha ls a nd  a p p ly fo r a  

b uild ing  p e rmit fo r the  insta lla tio n o f suc h syste ms b y July 1, 
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2004.  In a  le tte r d a te d  Se p te mb e r 14, 2004, the  De p a rtme nt o f 

So c ia l Se rvic e s a nno unc e d  tha t it wo uld  “p ro vid e  e xp e d ite d  

Me d ic a id  re imb urse me nt to  [nursing ] fa c ilitie s fo r c o sts 

a sso c ia te d  with sp rinkle r syste m p la nning  a nd  a sse ssme nt wo rk 

inc lud ing  a sso c ia te d  p e rmit a nd  zo ning  filing  c o sts a nd  

a rc hite c tura l a nd  e ng ine e ring  fe e s.  The  De p a rtme nt will [a lso ] 

c o nsid e r re q ue sts fo r e xp e d ite d  re imb urse me nt o f p ro je c te d  

c o sts sub je c t to  re c o nc ilia tio n to  a c tua l c o sts a t a  la te r d a te .”    

 

IV.  Inte rim Ra te s Re store d 

 

Public  Ac t 04- 5, AN ACT CONCERNING INTERIM RATES FOR 

LICENSED CHRONIC AND CONVALESCENT NURSING HOMES AND 

REST HOMES WITH NURSING SUPERVISION.   

 

This Ac t re sto re s the  ra te  re lie f syste m e ffe c tive  Ap ril 1, 2004 

thro ug h July 1, 2005.  DSS ma y, within a va ila b le  a p p ro p ria tio ns, 

p ro vid e  a n inte rim ra te  if DSS d e te rmine s tha t the  inc re a se  is 

ne c e ssa ry to  a vo id  (1) filing  fo r b a nkrup tc y, (2) filing  fo r 

re c e ive rship , o r (3) sub sta ntia l d e te rio ra tio n o f the  fa c ility’ s 

fina nc ia l c o nd itio n tha t ma y b e  e xp e c te d  to  a d ve rse ly a ffe c t 

re sid e nt c a re  a nd  the  c o ntinue d  o p e ra tio n o f the  fa c ility, a nd  

DSS d e te rmine s tha t the  c o ntinue d  o p e ra tio n o f the  fa c ility is in 

the  sta te ’ s b e st inte re st.   If a  fa c ility is so ld  le ss tha n five  ye a rs 

a fte r the  e ffe c tive  d a te  o f a  ra te  inc re a se , the  ra te  inc re a se  will 

b e  re sc ind e d  a nd  DSS will re q uire  re p a yme nt o f the  a mo unt 

e q ua l to  the  ra te  inc re a se  g ra nte d .  DSS ma y wa ive  re sc issio n 

a nd  re c o ve ry o f the  inte rim ra te  fo r “ g o o d  c a use ”  a nd  sub je c t 

to  the  a p p ro va l o f the  Offic e  o f Po lic y a nd  Ma na g e me nt.  

Fund ing  fo r the se  ra te s is ve ry limite d .   

 

Effe c tive  Ma rc h 30, 2004 
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V.  Re side nts’ Rig hts a nd Assiste d Living  Ombudsma n 

 

Public  Ac t 04-158, AN ACT CONCERNING THE PATIENTS' BILL OF 

RIGHTS FOR RESIDENTS OF NURSING HOMES AND CHRONIC 

DISEASE HOSPITALS   

 

Ne w Ad d itio ns to  the  Nursing  Ho me  Re sid e nts’  Bill o f Rig hts  

 

This Ac t re vise s C .G .S. § 19a -550 to  g ive  re sid e nts in a  nursing  

ho me  o r c hro nic  d ise a se  ho sp ita l the  a d d e d  rig ht to  b e  fully 

info rme d  b y sta te  o r fe d e ra lly fund e d  p a tie nt a d vo c a c y 

p ro g ra ms a b o ut p a tie nts’  rig hts a nd  re q uire s the  institutio ns to  

inc lud e  this rig ht in the  writte n “p a tie nts’  b ill o f rig hts”  the y g ive  

p a tie nts. The  la w a lso  (1) re q uire s the  p a tie nts’  b ill o f rig hts to  

c o nfo rm to  fe d e ra l la w c o nc e rning  g e ne ra l p a tie nts’  rig hts, 

writte n c a re  p la ns, a nd  q ua lity o f c a re ; (2) a d d s re c e ip t o f 

q ua lity c a re  a s o ne  o f the  p a tie nts’  rig hts tha t must b e  

d isc lo se d  in the  p a tie nts’  b ill o f rig hts; (3) sp e c ifie s tha t the  

writte n c a re  p la n und e r whic h the  p a tie nt c a n re c e ive  

p syc ho p ha rma c o lo g ic  d rug s must b e  d e ve lo p e d  c o nsiste nt 

with fe d e ra l la w; a nd  (4) ma ke s te c hnic a l c ha ng e s. 
 

Assiste d  Living  Omb ud sma n Pilo t 

 

A p ilo t p ro g ra m wa s a lso  c re a te d , within a va ila b le  

a p p ro p ria tio ns, to  p ro vid e  a ssista nc e  a nd  e d uc a tio n to  

re sid e nts o f ma na g e d  re sid e ntia l c o mmunitie s, a s d e fine d  in 

se c tio n 19-13-D105 o f the  re g ula tio ns o f Co nne c tic ut sta te  

a g e nc ie s, who  re c e ive  a ssiste d  living  se rvic e s fro m a n a ssiste d  

living  se rvic e s a g e nc y. The  Offic e  o f the  Lo ng -Te rm Ca re  

Omb ud sma n is to  d e ve lo p  a nd  imp le me nt the  p ilo t p ro g ra m in 

c o o p e ra tio n with ma na g e d  re sid e ntia l c o mmunitie s a nd  

a ssiste d  living  se rvic e s a g e nc ie s. Prio rity o f a ssista nc e  a nd  

e d uc a tio n sha ll b e  g ive n to  re sid e nts o f ma na g e d  re sid e ntia l 

c o mmunitie s who  p a rtic ip a te  in sub sid ize d  a ssiste d  living  

p ro g ra ms.   

 



\695\2\47460.5 

9 

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2004 

 

VI.  Nursing  Home  Administra tor CEU Cla rific a tion 

 

Public  Ac t 04- 221, AN ACT CONCERNING REVISIONS TO THE 

PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTES.   

 

CEU Re q uire me nt 

 

This Ac t ma ke s nume ro us c ha ng e s in the  lic e nsing  la ws 

g o ve rning  he a lth a nd  o the r p ro fe ssio ns re g ula te d  b y the  

De p a rtme nt o f Pub lic  He a lth (DPH), inc lud ing  c ha ng e s to  the  

nursing  ho me  a d ministra to r lic e nsure  sta tute s.  The  p rio r la w, 

C .G .S. § 19a -515, re q uire s a  nursing  ho me  a d ministra to r to  

c o mp le te  40 ho urs o f c o ntinuing  e d uc a tio n e ve ry two  ye a rs.  

The  two  ye a r time  fra me  b e g ins o n the  d a te  a fte r Oc to b e r 1, 

2004 whe n the  a d ministra to r re ne ws his o r he r lic e nse .  Se c tio n 

18 o f the  Ac t c ha ng e s tha t d a te  to  Ja nua ry 1, 2004.  The re fo re , 

the  CEU re q uire me nt will a p p ly to  a d ministra to rs re ne wing  the ir 

lic e nse  a fte r Ja nua ry 1, 2004.  To  c la rify, nursing  ho me  

a d ministra to rs must c o mp le te  40 ho urs o f c o ntinuing  e d uc a tio n 

e ve ry 2 ye a rs.  The  2 ye a r time  p e rio d  b e g ins whe n the y first 

re ne w the ir lic e nse  a fte r Ja nua ry 1, 2004.  

  

Nursing  Ho me  Lic e nse  Ap p lic a tio n 

 

Se c tio n 33 o f this Ac t a lso  re vise s C .G .S. § 19a -491a  to  re q uire , 

ra the r tha n p e rmitting , the  DPH Co mmissio ne r to  re fuse  to  issue  

o r re ne w a  nursing  ho me  lic e nse  if the  a p p lic a nt fa ils to  p ro vid e  

the  info rma tio n re q uire d  b y la w. This info rma tio n inc lud e s the  

na me  a nd  a d d re ss o f the  nursing  ho me 's o wne rs a nd  o ffic e rs; 

the  c rimina l histo rie s, if a ny, o f the  to p  a d ministra to rs; fina nc ia l 

info rma tio n; a nd  a ffilia tio ns. If the  Co mmissio ne r re fuse s to  g ra nt 

a  lic e nse  to  the  a p p lic a nt und e r the se  c irc umsta nc e s, the  ne w 

la w re q uire s the  Co mmissio ne r to  g ra nt it to  the  ho ld e r o f the  

nursing  ho me 's c e rtific a te  o f ne e d  (CON), if the  CON ho ld e r 

me e ts a ll lic e nsure  re q uire me nts. If the  CON ho ld e r d o e s no t, 
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the  Co mmissio ne r must p la c e  the  ho me  in re c e ive rship . This la w 

sp e c ific a lly a p p lie s to  a  lic e nse  re ne wa l a p p lic a tio n tha t is 

und e r c o nsid e ra tio n b e c a use  o f a  DPH o rd e r. 

 

Te mp o ra ry Pe rmits 

 

The  la w a lso  e sta b lishe s a  unifo rm 120-d a y te mp o ra ry p e rmit fo r 

se ve ra l DPH-re g ula te d  p ro fe ssio ns. Und e r c urre nt la w, the se  

p e rmits a re  typ ic a lly va lid  fro m the  time  a  p e rso n g ra d ua te s 

fro m a  tra ining  p ro g ra m until the  re sults o f the  lic e nsing  e xa m 

a re  re p o rte d , a ltho ug h so me  a re  va lid  fro m p e rmit filing  o r issue  

d a te  until the  e xa m. The  120-d a y sta nd a rd  a ffe c ts p hysic ia n 

a ssista nts (se c tio n 1), p hysic a l the ra p ists (se c tio n 2), g ra d ua te s 

o f fo re ig n p hysic a l the ra p y sc ho o ls (se c tio n 4), a nd  p hysic a l 

the ra p y a ssista nts (se c tio n 3); o c c up a tio na l the ra p ists 

(se c tio n5); ra d io lo g y te c hnic ia ns (se c tio n 6); mo st re g iste re d  

nurse s (RNs) a nd  lic e nse d  p ra c tic a l nurse s (LPNs) (se c tio ns 7 

thro ug h 9); a nd  ma ssa g e  the ra p ists (se c tio n 12). In a d d itio n, it 

re d uc e s, fro m 120 to  90 d a ys, the  p e rio d  d uring  whic h a  

g ra d ua te  RN ma y wo rk in a  ho sp ita l o r o the r o rg a niza tio n 

whe re  a d e q ua te  sup e rvisio n is p ro vid e d  p e nd ing  the  re sults o f 

the  lic e nsure  e xa mina tio n (se c tio n 10).  The  Ac t a lso  p ro vid e s 

fo r lic e nsure  b y e nd o rse me nt (i. e ., witho ut e xa mina tio n fo r 

p e o p le  lic e nse d  in a no the r jurisd ic tio n) fo r c linic a l so c ia l 

wo rke rs (se c tio n 19), p a ra me d ic s (se c tio n 37), a nd  e me rg e nc y 

me d ic a l te c hnic ia ns (EMTs) (se c tio n 38) a nd  mo d ifie s e xisting  

lic e nsure  b y e nd o rse me nt a nd  te mp o ra ry lic e nsure  la ws fo r RNs 

a nd  LPNs (se c tio n 7 thro ug h 9).   

 

Effe c tive   Oc to b e r 1, 2004 fo r se c tio ns 1,2,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 

19; June  8, 2004 fo r se c tio ns 18, 37 a nd 38, a nd e ffe c tive  the  

la te r o f June  8, 2004 o r the  da te  DPH p ub lishe s in the  

Co nne c tic ut La w Jo urna l the  imp le me nta tio n o f lic e nsing  fo r 

p hysic a l the ra p y a ssista nts fo r se c tio ns 3.  
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VII.  Workforc e  Shorta g e  

Public  Ac t 04-196, AN ACT ADDRESSING THE NURSING 

SHORTAGE.   

This Ac t e sta b lishe s a  Co nne c tic ut nursing  fa c ulty inc e ntive  

p ro g ra m to  b e  a d ministe re d  b y the  Offic e  o f Wo rkfo rc e  

Co mp e titive ne ss (OWC). The  p ro g ra m must p ro vid e  g ra nts, 

within a va ila b le  fund s, to  hig he r e d uc a tio n institutio ns tha t wo rk 

with ho sp ita ls to  e sta b lish o r e xp a nd  nursing  e d uc a tio n 

p ro g ra ms tha t q ua lify p e o p le  to  te a c h o r tra in nursing  stud e nts 

e nro lle d  in a  b a c he lo r’ s d e g re e  o r re g iste re d  nurse  c e rtific a tio n 

p ro g ra m o r e nc o ura g e  tho se  who  a lre a d y a re  q ua lifie d  to  

se rve  a s full- o r p a rt-time  fa c ulty me mb e rs to  te a c h o r tra in 

stud e nts e nro lle d  in the se  p ro g ra ms a t institutio ns o f hig he r 

e d uc a tio n.  On o r b e fo re  Ja nua ry 1, 2006, the  OWC must 

sub mit a  sta tus re p o rt o n the  e sta b lishme nt a nd  o p e ra tio n o f 

the  inc e ntive  p ro g ra m to  the  Ed uc a tio n, Pub lic  He a lth,  a nd  

Hig he r Ed uc a tio n a nd  Emp lo yme nt Ad va nc e me nt c o mmitte e s. 

The  Ac t a lso  re q uire s the  De p a rtme nt o f Hig he r Ed uc a tio n to  

c o nd uc t a n a sse ssme nt o f the  c urre nt a nd  future  c a p a c ity o f 

the  sta te  hig he r e d uc a tio n syste m to  e d uc a te  a nd  tra in nurse s.  

The  Co mmissio ne r o f Hig he r Ed uc a tio n must re p o rt to  the  Pub lic  

He a lth a nd  Hig he r Ed uc a tio n a nd  Emp lo yme nt Ad va nc e me nt 

c o mmitte e s b y Ja nua ry 1, 2005 o n the  d e p a rtme nt’ s 

a sse ssme nt.   

Effe c tive  June  3, 2004 

Public  Ac t 04-220, AN ACT CONCERNING ALLIED HEALTH 

WORKFORCE NEEDS.   

This Ac t e sta b lishe s a  16-me mb e r Co nne c tic ut Allie d  He a lth 

Wo rkfo rc e  Po lic y Bo a rd  to  wo rk with the  Co nne c tic ut Ca re e r 

La d d e r Ad viso ry to  (i) mo nito r d a ta  a nd  tre nd s in the  a llie d  

he a lth wo rkfo rc e , (ii) d e ve lo p  re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r the  

fo rma tio n a nd  p ro mo tio n o f a n e c o no mic  c luste r fo r a llie d  
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he a lth p ro fe ssio ns, (iii) id e ntify re c ruitme nt a nd  re te ntio n 

stra te g ie s fo r institutio ns o f hig he r e d uc a tio n with a llie d  he a lth 

p ro g ra ms, (iv) d e ve lo p  re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r p ro mo ting  

d ive rsity in the  a llie d  he a lth wo rkfo rc e , (v) d e ve lo p  

re c o mme nd a tio ns re g a rd ing  fina nc ia l a nd  o the r a ssista nc e  to  

stud e nts e nro lle d  in a llie d  he a lth p ro g ra ms, (vi) id e ntify 

re c ruitme nt a nd  re te ntio n stra te g ie s fo r a llie d  he a lth wo rke rs, 

(vii) d e ve lo p  re c o mme nd a tio ns a b o ut re c ruiting  a nd  utilizing  

re tire d  nursing  fa c ulty me mb e rs to  te a c h o r tra in stud e nts to  

b e c o me  LPNs o r RNs, a nd  (viii) e xa mine  c urre nt nursing  

p ro g ra ms a nd  d e ve lo p  re c o mme nd a tio ns to  stre a mline  the  

c urric ula .   Fo r p urp o se s o f this la w, "a llie d  he a lth p ro fe ssio na ls" 

me a ns p ro fe ssio na ls o r p a ra p ro fe ssio na ls who  a re  q ua lifie d  b y 

sp e c ia l tra ining , e d uc a tio n, skills a nd  e xp e rie nc e  in p ro vid ing  

he a lth c a re , tre a tme nt a nd  d ia g no stic  se rvic e s, und e r the  

sup e rvisio n o f o r in c o lla b o ra tio n with a  lic e nse d  p ra c titio ne r, 

a nd  inc lud e s, b ut is no t limite d  to , p hysic ia n a ssista nts, 

re g iste re d  nurse s, lic e nse d  p ra c tic a l nurse s, c e rtifie d  nurse  

a ssista nts, ho me  he a lth a id e s a nd  q ua lifie d  ra d io lo g ists, 

te c hno lo g ists, the ra p ists a nd  te c hnic ia ns.  On o r b e fo re  Ja nua ry 

1, 2006 a nd  a nnua lly the re a fte r, the  Bo a rd  must sub mit its 

find ing s a nd  re c o mme nd a tio ns to  the  Pub lic  He a lth a nd  Hig he r 

Ed uc a tio n a nd  Emp lo yme nt Ad va nc e me nt c o mmitte e s o f the  

G e ne ra l Asse mb ly.  

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2004  

 

Public  Ac t 04-253, AN ACT ADDRESSING THE NURSING 

SHORTAGE AND ESTABLISHING A CHALLENGE GRANT FOR 

REGIONAL WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARDS.  

 

Se c tio n 1 o f this Ac t e sta b lishe s a  Co nne c tic ut nursing  inc e ntive  

p ro g ra m, whic h the  De p a rtme nt o f Hig he r Ed uc a tio n (DHE) 

must a d ministe r.  DHE must p ro vid e  fina nc ia l a ssista nc e  to  up  to  

fo ur re g io na l-c o mmunity c o lle g e s tha t e nte r into  p a rtne rship s 

with ho sp ita ls in o rd e r to  se c ure  no n-sta te  fund ing  fo r a  nursing  
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fa c ulty e xp a nsio n p ro g ra m.  Se c tio n 3 o f the  Ac t a p p ro p ria te s 

$200,000.00 to  DHE fo r the  Nursing  Inc e ntive  Pro g ra m.   

 

Se c tio n 2 o f this Ac t re q uire s the  OWC to  e sta b lish a  c ha lle ng e  

g ra nt p ro g ra m fo r re g io na l wo rkfo rc e  d e ve lo p me nt b o a rd s fo r 

the  p urp o se  o f e xp a nd ing  e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms fo r lo w-wa g e , 

lo w skille d  wo rke rs a nd  tra ining  in hig h g ro wth, wo rkfo rc e  

sho rta g e  a re a s suc h a  he a lth c a re  a nd  info rma tio n 

te c hno lo g y,  The  OWC will p ro vid e  a ssista nc e  to  a  re g io na l 

wo rkfo rc e  d e ve lo p me nt b o a rd  tha t ra ise s mo ne y fro m no n-

sta te  so urc e s fo r the  e xp a nsio n o f a  jo b  tra ining  a c a d e my fo r 

the  a b o ve  d e sc rib e d  p ro g ra ms.  Se c tio n 4 a p p ro p ria te s 

$200,000.00 to  OWC fo r this c ha lle ng e  g ra nt p ro g ra m.      

 

Effe c tive  June  14, 2004, e xc e p t Se c tio n 2 is e ffe c tive  

July 1, 2004. 

 

VIII.  De nta l Ca re  for Me dic a id Re c ipie nts 

 

Spe c ia l Ac t 04-7, AN ACT CONCERNING ORAL HEALTH CARE   

 

This Ac t re q uire s the  Co mmissio ne r o f Pub lic  He a lth to  e sta b lish 

a n a d  ho c  c o mmitte e  o f d e nta l p ro fe ssio na ls fo r the  p urp o se  o f 

a ssisting  the  Co mmissio ne r in e xa mining  a nd  e va lua ting  

p o ssib le  sta tuto ry c ha ng e s tha t wo uld  imp ro ve  (1) a c c e ss to  

o ra l he a lth c a re , p a rtic ula rly b y p e rso ns who  a re  und e rinsure d , 

uninsure d  o r o n Me d ic a id , a nd  (2) the  q ua lity o f o ra l he a th 

c a re . 

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004. 
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IX.  De a th Ce rtific a te s 

 

Public  Ac t 04-255, AN ACT CONCERNING FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

AND VITAL RECORDS 

 

This Ac t a utho rize s a d va nc e  p ra c tic e  re g iste re d  nurse s (ARRNs), 

p hysic ia n a ssista nts (PAs) a nd  re g iste re d  nurse s to  sig n the  

me d ic a l p o rtio n o f d e a th c e rtific a te s und e r c irc umsta nc e s 

d e fine d  in re la te d  a me nd me nts to  the ir re sp e c tive  p ra c tic e  

a c ts.  With re sp e c t to  re g iste re d  nurse s, the  Ac t sp e c ific a lly 

a me nd s the  nurse  p ra c tic e  a c t p ro visio n, C .G .S. §  20-101a , to  

p ro vid e  tha t whe n a  re g iste re d  nurse  ma ke s the  d e te rmina tio n 

a nd  p ro no unc e me nt o f d e a th, he  o r she  (o r a n APRN, PA o r 

p hysic ia n) ma y sig n the  d e a th c e rtific a te . 

 

The  Ac t a lso  c la rifie s tha t the  me d ic a l p o rtio n o f the  d e a th 

c e rtific a te  must b e  c o mp le te d , sig ne d  a nd  re turne d  to  the  

lic e nse d  fune ra l d ire c to r o r lic e nse d  e mb a lme r no  la te r tha n 

twe nty-fo ur ho urs a fte r d e a th.  As und e r c urre nt la w, fa ilure  to  

re turn the  d e a th c e rtific a te  c o uld  re sult in a  fine  no t to  e xc e e d  

$250. 

 

X.  Nursing  Home  Re fina nc ing   

 

Public  Ac t 04- 167, AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONNECTICUT 

HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AUTHORITY AND THE 

REFINANCING OF DEBT OF CERTAIN NURSING HOMES.   

 

This Ac t make s sig nific a nt re visio ns to  the  Sp e c ia l Ca p ita l Re se rve  

Fund  (SCRF) Pro g ra m fo r skille d  nursing  fa c ilitie s.  The  ne w la w 

a llo ws CHEFA to  use  SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s to  (1) re fina nc e  o r 

re struc ture , a s we ll a s to  re fund  e xisting  nursing  ho me  p ro je c t 

b o nd s, und e r c e rta in c irc umsta nc e s a nd  (2) re fina nc e  o r 

re struc ture , o r to  re fund  b o nd s issue d  o n a  p o o l o r g ro up  

o b lig a tio n b a sis fo r p ro je c ts with mo re  tha n o ne  p a rtic ip a ting  

nursing  ho me .  
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The  la w a lso  a llo ws SCRF fund s to  re imb urse  b o nd  re d e mp tio n 

p re miums p a id  o n CHEFA b o nd s b y p ro vid e rs o f b o nd  

insura nc e  o r o f a  c re d it a nd / o r a  liq uid ity fa c ilitie s. It e limina te s 

a  re q uire me nt tha t SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s b e  use d  o nly to  re fund  

o the r SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s a nd  inste a d  re q uire s o nly tha t p a rt 

o f a ny re fund e d , re fina nc e d , o r re struc ture d  b o nd s b e  SCRF-

b a c ke d  b o nd s.  

The  Offic e  o f Po lic y a nd  Ma na g e me nt (OPM) se c re ta ry, a s we ll 

a s CHEFA a nd  the  sta te  tre a sure r, a re  re q uire d  to  a p p ro ve  the  

use  o f SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s fo r nursing  ho me  p ro je c t b o nd  

re fund ing , re fina nc ing , o r re struc turing .  

This la w c ha ng e s the  c rite ria  fo r a p p ro ving  issua nc e  o f SCRF-

b a c ke d  b o nd s fo r suc h a  p urp o se . Und e r c urre nt la w, CHEFA 

a nd  the  sta te  tre a sure r must d e te rmine  tha t (1) the  a g g re g a te  

d e b t se rvic e  o n the  ne w b o nd s will b e  le ss tha n tha t fo r the  

re tire d  b o nd s a nd  (2) the  sta te  will re c e ive  the  e c o no mic  

b e ne fit o f the  tra nsa c tio n. Und e r the  ne w la w, CHEFA, the  

tre a sure r, a nd  the  OPM se c re ta ry must d e te rmine  tha t the  

sta te 's a g g re g a te  lia b ility fo r the  ne w b o nd s will b e  le ss tha n the  

sta te ’ s a g g re g a te  lia b ility fo r the  re fund e d , re fina nc e s o r 

re struc ture d  b o nd s a nd  tha t the  tra nsa c tio n is in the  sta te 's b e st 

inte re st.  

Und e r c urre nt la w, fo r tra nsa c tio ns und e rta ke n in the  c o nte xt o f 

a  re c e ive rship , b a nkrup tc y, o r inso lve nc y, the se  a p p ro va ls a nd  

d e te rmina tio ns sub stitute  fo r the  re q uire me nt tha t, b e fo re  

issuing  a ny SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s, CHEFA find  tha t the  p ro je c t 

re ve nue s a re  suffic ie nt to  (1) p a y o ff the  b o nd s use d  to  fina nc e  

it, (2) ma inta in a ny re se rve s it thinks a d visa b le  to  se c ure  the ir 

re p a yme nt, (3) c o ve r the  c o st o f ma inta ining  a nd  insuring  the  

p ro je c t, a nd  (4) p a y a ny o the r re q uire d  p ro je c t c o sts. The  ne w 

la w e xte nd s the  sub stitute  d e te rmina tio ns a nd  a p p ro va ls to  

c o ve r a ny re tire me nt, re fina nc ing , o r re struc turing  tra nsa c tio n.  

The  la w a lso  a llo ws CHEFA, the  tre a sure r, a nd  the  OPM 

se c re ta ry to  wa ive  o r mo d ify o the r sta tuto ry re q uire me nts fo r 
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issuing  SCRF-b a c ke d  b o nd s to  e ffe c tua te  nursing  ho me  p ro je c t 

b o nd  re tire me nt, re fina nc ing , o r re struc turing . Ho we ve r, a ny 

wa ive rs a nd  mo d ific a tio ns must b e  sub je c t to  a p p lic a b le  

CHEFA o r sta te  ta x c o ve na nts.  
 

Effe c tive  June  1, 2004 
 

XI.  Pre sc riptions a nd ConnPACE 

 

Public  Ac t 04-6, AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF MEDICARE 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARDS IN THE CONNPACE 

PROGRAM.  

 

This Ac t re q uire s lo w-inc o me  p a rtic ip a nts in the  Co nne c tic ut 

Pha rma c e utic a l Assista nc e  Co ntra c t to  the  Eld e rly a nd  

Disa b le d  (Co nnPACE) p ro g ra m to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  first sta g e  

o f ne w fe d e ra l Me d ic a re  p re sc rip tio n d rug  b e ne fits (d rug  

d isc o unt c a rd s) a s a  c o nd itio n o f Co nnPACE e lig ib ility. It a lso  

a llo ws the  De p a rtme nt o f So c ia l Se rvic e s (DSS) c o mmissio ne r to  

re q uire  hig he r-inc o me  Co nnPACE p a rtic ip a nts to  sig n up  fo r a  

c a rd  if tha t is jud g e d  c o st-e ffe c tive  fo r the  sta te . Fo r the se  

g ro up s, the  la w wra p s Co nnPACE b e ne fits a ro und  the  b e ne fits 

und e r the  Me d ic a re -e nd o rse d  d isc o unt c a rd s, a nd  limits the  

p a rtic ip a nt's c o mb ine d  c o -p a yme nt to ta l to  no  mo re  tha n the  

p a rtic ip a nt wo uld  p a y und e r Co nnPACE ($ 16. 25 p e r 

p re sc rip tio n). It a lso  p la c e s c e rta in o b lig a tio ns o n p ha rma c ie s 
p a rtic ip a ting  in Co nnPACE a nd  ma ke s a  numb e r o f o the r 

sta tuto ry c ha ng e s re la te d  to  the  d isc o unt c a rd .  

 

The  ne w la w a lso :  

1. Up d a te s the  sta tute s to  re fle c t the  c urre nt Co nnPACE 

inc o me  limits ($ 20,800 fo r sing le  p e o p le  a nd  $ 28,100 fo r 

ma rrie d  c o up le s), c urre ntly in re g ula tio n a nd  a d juste d  a nnua lly 

a nd  

2. Elimina te s sta tuto ry re fe re nc e s to  hig he r p o te ntia l Co nnPACE 

inc o me  limits if the  fe d e ra l g o ve rnme nt a p p ro ve s a  p e nd ing  

Me d ic a id  wa ive r Co nne c tic ut sub mitte d  se ve ra l ye a rs a g o , 
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b e fo re  the  e sta b lishme nt o f the  ne w Me d ic a re  p re sc rip tio n 

d rug  b e ne fits.  

 

Public  Ac t 04-101, AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF MEDICARE 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARDS IN THE CONNPACE 

PROGRAM.   
 

This Ac t re vise s P.A. 04-6 to  (1) re q uire  the  Co nnPACE 

p a rtic ip a nts to  re a p p ly fo r the  d isc o unt c a rd  a nnua lly; (2) ma ke  

the  DSS c o mmissio ne r the  a utho rize d  re p re se nta tive  fo r the se  

lo w-inc o me  Co nnPACE p a rtic ip a nts fo r p urp o se s o f e nro lling  

the m in the  fe d e ra l $ 600 tra nsitio na l a ssista nc e  p ro g ra m; a nd  

(3) a llo w the  Co mmissio ne r, a s the  p a rtic ip a nt’ s a utho rize d  

re p re se nta tive , to  sig n re q uire d  fo rms o n the ir b e ha lf a nd  e nro ll 

the m in a n e nd o rse d  Me d ic a re  d rug  d isc o unt c a rd .  

Pub lic  Ac t 04-101 a lso  g ive s the se  p e o p le  a n o p p o rtunity to  

se le c t a  c a rd  d e sig na te d  b y the  Co mmissio ne r fo r use  in 

c o njunc tio n with Co nnPACE a nd  re q uire s the  Co mmissio ne r to  

no tify the m o f this o p p o rtunity.  Ho we ve r, if the y d o  no t se le c t 

suc h a  c a rd  within a  re a so na b le  time , a s d e te rmine d  b y the  

Co mmissio ne r, the  b ill re q uire s DSS to  c ho o se  a  c a rd  fo r the m 

a nd  e nro ll the m in it.  

Pub lic  Ac t 04-101 a lso  re q uire s the  DSS c o mmissio ne r to  (1) 

e va lua te  the  fe a sib ility, he a lth a nd  sa fe ty, le g a l suffic ie nc y, 

a nd  c o st-e ffe c tive ne ss o f re imp o rting  p re sc rip tio n d rug s fro m 

Ca na d a  und e r the  Co nnPACE p ro g ra m; (2) e va lua te  the  

fe a sib ility o f wa iving  the  Co nnPACE c o -p a yme nt fo r suc h d rug s; 

a nd  (3) to  sub mit a  re p o rt o n the  e va lua tio n b y Ja nua ry 1, 2005 

to  the  Huma n Se rvic e s, Ap p ro p ria tio ns, a nd  Ag ing  c o mmitte e s, 

a nd  p ro vid e  c o p ie s to  the  Se na te  a nd  Ho use  c le rks, the  sta te  

lib ra ria n, a nd  the  Offic e  o f Le g isla tive  Re se a rc h, a s re q uire d  b y 

e xisting  sta tute .  

Effe c tive  Ap ril 28, 2004 
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ADDITIONAL SUMMARY:  CONNPACE CHANGES RELATED TO 

DRUG DISCOUNT CARD 
 

A ne w fe d e ra l la w (P. L. 108-173) e sta b lishe s a  vo lunta ry 

p re sc rip tio n d rug  b e ne fit fo r Me d ic a re  b e ne fic ia rie s (se nio rs 

a g e  65 a nd  o ve r a nd  yo ung e r d isa b le d  p e o p le ) in two  sta g e s: 

a  d rug  d isc o unt c a rd  sta rting  in June  2004 fo llo we d  b y a  

p e rma ne nt Me d ic a re  Pa rt D p re sc rip tio n d rug  p ro g ra m in 

Ja nua ry 2006. The  ne w sta te  la ws ma ke  p ro g ra m c ha ng e s in 

Co nnPACE to  a d d re ss the  first sta g e , whic h o ffe rs Me d ic a re  

b e ne fic ia rie s the  fe d e ra lly e nd o rse d  d rug  d isc o unt c a rd s a nd  

p ro vid e s a  $600 a nnua l sub sid y in the  fo rm o f a  c re d it o n the  

c a rd  fo r lo we r-inc o me  p a rtic ip a nts with inc o me s und e r 135% o f 

the  fe d e ra l p o ve rty le ve l (FPL).  

 

Elig ibility  Adjustme nts 

 

The  sta te  la w a llo ws p e o p le  who  sig n up  fo r the  ne w two -ye a r 

te mp o ra ry Me d ic a re  p re sc rip tio n d rug  d isc o unt c a rd s to  still b e  

e lig ib le  fo r Co nnPACE. (Curre nt la w b a rs p e o p le  who  a re  

insure d  und e r a  p o lic y tha t p ro vid e s full o r p a rtia l c o ve ra g e  fo r 

p re sc rip tio n d rug s o nc e  a  d e d uc tib le  is me t.) 

Curre nt la w a lre a d y a llo ws p e o p le  who  a re  insure d  fo r 

p re sc rip tio n d rug s b ut e xp e c t to  e xha ust the ir c o ve ra g e  so o n to  

a p p ly fo r Co nnPACE b e fo re  the y a c tua lly run o ut o f c o ve ra g e  

a nd  ha ve  the ir p a rtic ip a tio n ta ke  e ffe c t whe n the  o the r 

c o ve ra g e  runs o ut. The  ne w la w a lso  a p p lie s this p rinc ip le  to  the  

d isc o unt c a rd s.  

 

Co -payme nts 

 

Sta te  la w ma ke s the  d isc o unt c a rd  b e ne fic ia ry re sp o nsib le  fo r 

p a yme nt o f a ny c o insura nc e  re q uire me nts und e r the  c a rd , a s 

lo ng  a s the se  c o insura nc e  a mo unts a re  no t mo re  tha n the  

Co nnPACE c o p a ys (c urre ntly $ 16. 25 p e r p re sc rip tio n) a nd , if 

the y a re  mo re , re q uire s DSS to  ma ke  p a yme nts to  the  

p ha rma c y to  c o ve r c o sts a b o ve  the  Co nnPACE c o p a y 
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a mo unts. (In o rd e r fo r the m to  re c e ive  the  $ 600 c re d it, the  

fe d e ra l la w re q uire s the se  lo w-inc o me  p e o p le  to  p a y p e r-

p re sc rip tio n c o insura nc e  o f 10% fo r p e o p le  with inc o me s und e r 

135% o f FPL a nd  5% fo r tho se  with inc o me s und e r 100% o f FPL. If 

the  p re sc rip tio n's c o st to  the  b e ne fic ia ry is mo re  tha n the  

re ma ining  a va ila b le  d isc o unt c a rd  sub sid y, the  ne w la w 

sp e c ifie s tha t the  b e ne fic ia ry will no t b e  re sp o nsib le  fo r a ny 

p a yme nt a b o ve  the  Co nnPACE c o p a y a nd  re q uire s DSS in 

suc h c a se s to  p a y the  p ha rma c y to  c o ve r the  e xc e ss c o sts. 

 

Re quire me nt fo r Ce rtain Lo w-Inc o me  Re side nts to  Obtain 

Disc o unt Card as Co nditio n o f Co nnPACE Eligibility  

 

Sta te  la w no w re q uire s a n o the rwise  Co nnPACE-e lig ib le  

re sid e nt who  is a  Me d ic a re  b e ne fic ia ry a nd  ha s inc o me  a t o r 

b e lo w 135% o f the  fe d e ra l p o ve rty le ve l (the  g ro up  tha t is 

e lig ib le  fo r the  $ 600 sub sid y) to  o b ta in a n e nd o rse d  Me d ic a re  

p re sc rip tio n d isc o unt c a rd  d e sig na te d  b y the  DSS c o mmissio ne r 

a s a  c o nd itio n o f e lig ib ility fo r p a rtic ip a tio n in Co nnPACE.  

 

Co mmissio ne r's Optio n to  Re quire  Disc o unt Card fo r Highe r-

Inc o me  Co nnPACE Partic ipants 

 

The  ne w la w a lso  a llo ws the  c o mmissio ne r, a t he r d isc re tio n, to  

re q uire  p e o p le  with inc o me s a b o ve  135% o f FPL to  o b ta in a  

c o mmissio ne r-d e sig na te d  d isc o unt c a rd  if the  c o mmissio ne r 

d e te rmine s tha t o b ta ining  the  c a rd  is c o st-e ffe c tive  to  the  

sta te . (This g ro up  is no t e lig ib le  fo r the  $ 600 fe d e ra l c re d it.) In 

tha t e ve nt, the  c o mmissio ne r ma y p a y fo r the  a nnua l d isc o unt 

c a rd  e nro llme nt fe e s, p ro je c te d  to  b e  up  to  $ 30 p e r p e rso n.  

 

Pharmac ie s' Obligatio ns 

 

The  ne w sta te  la w re stric ts p ha rma c y p a rtic ip a tio n in the  

Co nnPACE p ro g ra m to  o nly tho se  p ha rma c ie s tha t a c c e p t a ll 

Me d ic a re -a p p ro ve d  d isc o unt c a rd s tha t the  c o mmissio ne r ha s 

d e sig na te d  fo r use  in c o njunc tio n with the  Co nnPACE p ro g ra m. 
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It a lso  a llo ws the  c o mmissio ne r to  re q uire  a  p a rtic ip a ting  

p ha rma c y to  a c c e p t a ny Me d ic a re -e nd o rse d  d isc o unt c a rd  if 

tha t is re q uire d  und e r fe d e ra l la w. It a lso  re q uire s the  p ha rma c y 

to  ma ke  re a so na b le  e ffo rts to  d e te rmine  whe the r the  c lie nt is 

e ntitle d  to  the  $ 600 sub sid y und e r the  d isc o unt c a rd , a s it must 

fo r o the r typ e s o f insura nc e . 

 

Public  Ac t 04-104, AN ACT CONCERNING REPLACEMENT OF 

LOST OR STOLEN PRESCRIPTION DRUGS UNDER THE CONNPACE 

PROGRAM.   

 

The  CONNPa c e  Pro g ra m will p a y fo r the  c o st o f a  re p la c e me nt 

p re sc rip tio n if the  p a rtic ip a nt sig ns a  sta te me nt sta ting  tha t the  

p re sc rip tio n d rug  is lo st o r wa s sto le n o r d e stro ye d  a nd  the  

p e rso n ha s ma d e  a  g o o d  fa ith e ffo rt to  re c o ve r the  d rug .  The  

p a yme nt fo r a  re p la c e me nt p re sc rip tio n is limite d  to  twic e  a  

ye a r fo r a  p a rtic ip a nt.  No  c o p a yme nt will b e  re q uire d  fo r a  

re p la c e me nt p re sc rip tio n.  A p e rso n who  willfully misre p re se nts 

tha t a  p re sc rip tio n d rug  is lo st, sto le n o r d e stro ye d  is sub je c t to  

susp e nsio n o f e lig ib ility.  

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004     

 

Public  Ac t 04-107, AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTRONIC 

TRANSMISSION OF PRESCRIPTIONS BETWEEN PRESCRIBERS AND 

LICENSED PHARMACIES.  

 

This Ac t a llo ws e le c tro nic  d a ta  inte rme d ia rie s to  tra nsfe r d a ta  

b e twe e n a  lic e nse d  p re sc rib ing  p ra c titio ne r a nd  a  p ha rma c y 

c ho se n b y the  p a tie nt a nd  lic e nse d  in the  Unite d  Sta te s und e r 

sta te  o r te rrito ria l la w. It d e fine s "e le c tro nic  d a ta  inte rme d ia rie s" 

a s e ntitie s tha t p ro vid e  the  infra struc ture  to  c o nne c t a  

p re sc rib ing  p ra c titio ne r's c o mp ute r syste m o r o the r e le c tro nic  

d e vic e s with tho se  o f a  p ha rma c y to  tra nsmit (1) e le c tro nic  

p re sc rip tio n o rd e rs, (2) re fill a utho riza tio n re q ue sts, (3) 

c o mmunic a tio ns, a nd  (4) o the r p a tie nt c a re  info rma tio n. It 
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p ro hib its the  e le c tro nic  d a ta  inte rme d ia rie s fro m a lte ring  d a ta  

e xc e p t a s ne c e ssa ry fo r te c hnic a l p ro c e ssing  p urp o se s.  

 

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2004 

 

XII.  Bond Funds 

 

Nursing  Home s 

 

Public  Ac t 04-1 (Spe c ia l Se ssion), AN ACT INCREASING CERTAIN 

BOND AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS.   

 

This Ac t a llo ws CHEFA to  issue  ta xa b le  b o nd s a nd  no te s if it find s 

tha t issua nc e  is ne c e ssa ry, in the  p ub lic  inte re st a nd  furthe rs 

CHEFA's p urp o se s a nd  p o we rs. Se c tio n 27 sp e c ific a lly a llo ws 

CHEFA to  g ive  g ra nts a nd  o the r fo rms o f fina nc ia l a ssista nc e  to  

hig he r e d uc a tio n a nd  he a lth c a re  institutio ns, nursing  ho me s, 

c hild c a re  a nd  c hild  d e ve lo p me nt fa c ilitie s. Und e r c urre nt la w, 

CHEFA ma y o nly g ive  lo a ns to  suc h e ntitie s. It re q uire s g ra nts 

a nd  fina nc ia l a ssista nc e  to  b e  g o ve rne d  b y writte n p ro c e d ure s 

a d o p te d  b y the  CHEFA b o a rd .  

 

Effe c tive  June  8, 2004 fo r se c tio n 27 

 

Housing   

 

Spe c ia l Ac t 04-02,  AN ACT INCREASING CERTAIN BOND 

AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS   

 

This Ac t p ro vid e s b o nd  fund s fo r c e rta in c a p ita l imp ro ve me nt 

p ro je c ts, inc lud ing   b ut no t limite d  to , the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a  

Co ng re g a te  Ho using  Fa c ility in Wa te rb ury (Se c tio n 9) a nd  

fina nc ia l a ssista nc e  to  no np ro fit c o rp o ra tio ns to  p ro vide  

ho using  a nd  re la te d  fa c ilitie s fo r p e rso ns with AIDS (Se c tio n 13).  

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004 fo r se c tio ns 9 a nd 13 
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Public  Ac t 04- 119, AN ACT CONCERNING NONDISCLOSURE OF 

PRIVATE TENANT INFORMATION IN A SALE OF PUBLIC HOUSING 

TO A PRIVATE ENTITY.   

 

An e ntity p urc ha sing  a  ho using  p ro je c t fro m a  ho using  a utho rity 

must no t d isc lo se  to  the  p ub lic  the  so c ia l se c urity numb e r o r 

b a nk a c c o unt numb e r o f a ny te na nts c o nta ine d  in the  te na nt’ s 

le a se  a g re e me nt.  A ho using  a utho rity ma y no t d isc lo se  to  a ny 

p riva te  p e rso n, e xc e p t a  p urc ha se r o f a  ho using  p ro je c t o wne d  

b y the  a utho rity, the  so c ia l se c urity numb e r o r b a nk a c c o unt 

numb e r o f a ny te na nt o f the  p ro je c t witho ut the  p e rmissio n o f 

the  te na nt.  A p e rso n who  vio la te s this la w will b e  sub je c t to  a  

fine  o f no t mo re  tha n $200.00. 

 

Effe c tive  Ma y 21, 2004 

 

 

XIII.  Ame ric a ns with Disa bilitie s Ac t 
 

Pub lic  Ac t 04-237, AN ACT REVISING THE STATE BUILDING CODE 

FOR SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT AND CONCERNING MAIN ENTRANCES IN 

PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY. 

This Ac t g e ne ra lly re q uire s c o mp lia nc e  with the  Sta te  Build ing  

Co d e  ra the r tha n e xp lic it sta tuto ry sp e c ific a tio ns re g a rd ing  

ha nd ic a p p e d  a c c e ss. It e ffe c tive ly b ring s c e rta in struc ture s 

a nd  p a rking  sp a c e s into  mo re  c o mp le te  c o mp lia nc e  with the  

a c c e ssib ility re q uire me nts o f the  1990 fe d e ra l Ame ric a ns with 

Disa b ilitie s Ac t (ADA) a nd  the  1988 Fa ir Ho using  Ame nd me nts 

Ac t (FHAA). Be g inning  Oc to b e r 1, 2004, the  Ac t mo d ifie s 

a c c e ssib ility re q uire me nts fo r p a rking  sp a c e s d e sig na te d  fo r use  

b y the  ha nd ic a p p e d  a nd  re q uire s a c c e ssib ility fe a ture s fo r 

re sid e ntia l fa c ilitie s to  c o nfo rm to  the  sta nd a rd s in the  b uild ing  

c o d e  ra the r tha n sta tuto ry sp e c ific a tio ns. It a p p lie s to  (1) 

p a rking  a re a s, g a ra g e s, a nd  te rmina ls c o nstruc te d  und e r a  

b uild ing  p e rmit a p p lic a tio n file d  o n a nd  a fte r Oc to b e r 1, 2004; 
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(2) sta te -a ssiste d  re nta l ho using  o r re nta l ho using  p ro je c ts with 

fo ur o r mo re  d we lling  units c o nstruc te d  o r sub sta ntia lly 

re ha b ilita te d  und e r a  b uild ing  p e rmit a p p lic a tio n file d  o n o r 

a fte r Oc to b e r 1, 2004; a nd  (3) o the r re sid e ntia l d we lling s 

c o nstruc te d , sub sta ntia lly re no va te d , o r e sta b lishe d  b y c ha ng e  

o f use  und e r a  b uild ing  p e rmit a p p lic a tio n file d  o n o r a fte r 

Oc to b e r 1, 2004.   

In a d d itio n, und e r p rio r la w, ha nd ic a p p e d  p a rking  sp a c e s ha d  

to  b e  (1) 15 fe e t wid e , inc lud ing  thre e  fe e t o f c ro ss ha tc h o r (2) 

p a ra lle l to  a  sid e wa lk o n a  p ub lic  hig hwa y. The  Ac t re q uire s 

tha t, b e g inning  Oc to b e r 1, 2004, (1) ha nd ic a p p e d  sp a c e s fo r 

p a sse ng e r ve hic le s inc lud e  five  fe e t o f c ro ss ha tc h a nd  (2) 

ha nd ic a p p e d  sp a c e s fo r p a sse ng e r va ns me a sure  16 fe e t b y 

e ig ht fe e t, inc lud ing  the  c ro ss ha tc h. Fo r b o th typ e s o f ve hic le s, 

the  Ac t e limina te s the  o p tio n o f b e ing  lo c a te d  p a ra lle l to  a  

sid e wa lk a s a n a lte rna tive  to  ha ving  the  ha tc he d  a re a .  

The  Ac t a lso  (1) re q uire s the  sta te  b uild ing  insp e c to r a nd  the  

Co d e s a nd  Sta nd a rd s Co mmitte e  to  a d o p t sta nd a rd s in the  

b uild ing  c o d e , ra the r tha n re g ula tio ns, g o ve rning  the  

insta lla tio n, o p e ra tio n, ma inte na nc e , a nd  use  o f inc line d  

c ha irlifts; ve rtic a l whe e lc ha ir o r inc line  lifts; a nd  limite d -use , 

limite d -a c c e ss lifts a nd  e le va to rs a nd  (2) re q uire s tha t the se  

limite d -use , limite d -a c c e ss lifts a nd  e le va to rs b e  insta lle d  in 

a c c o rd a nc e  with the  b uild ing  c o d e  if the y a re  insta lle d  in ne w 

b uild ing s fo r whic h a  p e rmit a p p lic a tio n is file d  o n o r a fte r 

Oc to b e r 1, 2004. The  Ac t d o e s no t a ffe c t a  simila r jo int re vie w 

a nd  a p p ro va l p ro c e ss with re sp e c t to  the  e xisting  p ro c e ss fo r 

re q ue sting  wa ive rs o r va ria nc e s fro m the  b uild ing  c o d e ’ s 

a c c e ssib ility re q uire me nts.  

The  Ac t a lso  re vise s the  b uild ing  c o d e  e xe mp tio n p ro visio ns to  

c o nfo rm the m to  ADA a nd  FHAA re q uire me nts. It e limina te s 

e xe mp tio ns fo r se ve ra l sp e c ific  use  g ro up s a nd  b uild ing  typ e s 

b ut ma inta ins the  e xe mp tio n fo r d e ta c he d  o ne - a nd  two -fa mily 

d we lling s. It a lso  mo d ifie s the  e xe mp tio n fo r (1) re no va tio ns, 

a d d itio ns, o r a lte ra tio ns to  e xisting  b uild ing s a b o ve  the  stre e t 
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flo o r b e ing  c o nve rte d  to  use  g ro up  B “Busine ss Build ing s”  a s 

d e fine d  in the  b uild ing  c o d e  a nd  (2) b uild ing s up  to  thre e  

sto rie s no t o the rwise  e xe mp te d  b y a d d ing  a n a d d itio na l 

q ua lifying  c o nd itio n. In the  fo rme r c a se , the  no n-a c c e ssib le  

sto ry a b o ve  the  stre e t c a nno t inc lud e  o ffic e s o f he a lth c a re  

p ro vid e rs, munic ip a l o r sta te  a g e nc ie s o r p a sse ng e r 

tra nsp o rta tio n fa c ilitie s, o r o ffic e s lo c a te d  in a irp o rt te rmina ls. In 

the  la tte r c a se , the  no n-a c c e ssib le  flo o r a b o ve  o r b e lo w the  

stre e t flo o r c a nno t inc lud e  the  o ffic e s no te d  a b o ve  o r 

me rc a ntile  fa c ilitie s ha ving  five  o r mo re  te na nt sp a c e s.  

The  Ac t a lso  p e rmits va ria tio ns a nd  e xe mp tio ns fro m sta nd a rd s 

fo r e xits in p la c e s o f p ub lic  a sse mb ly.  Und e r p rio r la w, a ny 

p la c e  o f p ub lic  a sse mb ly c o nstruc te d  o r re no va te d  a fte r July 9, 

2003 to  inc re a se  c a p a c ity o r c ha ng e  its o c c up a nc y ha d  to  

ha ve  a  ma in e ntra nc e  to  a llo w the  e me rg e nc y e xit o f two -

third s o f the  b uild ing ’ s c a p a c ity d uring  a n e me rg e nc y. The  Ac t 

limits the  re q uire me nt to  p la c e s c o nstruc te d  und e r a  b uild ing  

p e rmit a p p lic a tio n file d  o n o r a fte r Oc to b e r 1, 2004, if the y 

ha ve  a  sing le  ma in e ntra nc e .  

The  Ac t a llo ws the  sta te  fire  ma rsha l a nd  sta te  b uild ing  

insp e c to r to  g ra nt va ria tio ns o r e xe mp tio ns o r a p p ro ve  

e q uiva le nt o r a lte rna te  c o mp lia nc e  if the y b e lie ve  stric t 

c o mp lia nc e  wo uld  e nta il p ra c tic a l d iffic ulty o r unne c e ssa ry 

ha rd ship  o r is unwa rra nte d . Whe n ma king  suc h a  

d e te rmina tio n, the y must o b se rve  the  Ac t’ s inte nt a nd  a ssure  

p ub lic  sa fe ty a nd  must p ut the  d e te rmina tio n in writing .  

Anyo ne  a g g rie ve d  b y the  o ffic ia ls’  d e c isio n ma y a p p e a l to  the  

Co d e s a nd  Sta nd a rd s Co mmitte e  within 14 d a ys a fte r the  

d e c isio n is ma ile d . Anyo ne  a g g rie ve d  b y the  c o mmitte e ’ s 

d e c isio n ma y a p p e a l to  the  Sup e rio r Co urt.  

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2004 e xc e p t the  p ro visio n p e rmitting  

va ria tio ns a nd e xe mp tio ns fro m sta nda rds fo r e xits in p la c e s o f 

a sse mb ly is e ffe c tive  June  8, 2004 
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XIV.  Fire  Sa fe ty Code  

 

Public  Ac t 04-59, AN ACT REQUIRING THE ADOPTION OF A STATE 

FIRE PREVENTION CODE AND CONCERNING THE STATE BUILDING 

CODE AND THE FIRE SAFETY CODE. 

This Ac t re q uire s the  sta te  fire  ma rsha l to  a d o p t a  sta te  fire  

p re ve ntio n c o d e  b a se d  o n a  na tio na lly re c o g nize d  c o d e  to  (1) 

e nha nc e  the  e nfo rc e me nt c a p a b ilitie s o f lo c a l fire  ma rsha ls 

a nd  (2) p re ve nt fire  a nd  o the r re la te d  e me rg e nc ie s. This is in 

a d d itio n to  the  sta te  Fire  Sa fe ty Co d e  a lre a d y re q uire d  b y la w. 

He  must a d o p t the  p re ve ntio n c o d e  b y Ja nua ry 1, 2005, in 

c o o rd ina tio n with a  nine -me mb e r a d viso ry c o mmitte e  the  Ac t 

c re a te s, a nd  re vise  it a s ne c e ssa ry to  inc o rp o ra te  re visio ns to  

the  na tio na l c o d e  within 18 mo nths a fte r the y a re  first 

p ub lishe d .  

The  a d viso ry c o mmitte e  will c o nsist o f nine  me mb e rs a p p o inte d  

b y the  sta te  fire  ma rsha l. Two  me mb e rs must b e  c ho se n fro m a  

list o f Co d e s a nd  Sta nd a rd s Co mmitte e  me mb e rs the  

c o mmitte e  sub mits. The  o the r se ve n me mb e rs must re p re se nt 

lo c a l fire  ma rsha ls, d e p uty fire  ma rsha ls, a nd  fire  insp e c to rs, 

se le c te d  fro m a  list p ro vid e d  b y the  Co nne c tic ut Fire  Ma rsha ls 

Asso c ia tio n.  

The  Ac t e limina te s the  re q uire me nt fo r the  Sta te  Build ing  Co d e  

to  inc o rp o ra te  re visio ns o f the  Inte rna tio na l Co d e  Co unc il. It 

re q uire s inste a d  tha t the  b uild ing  a nd  fire  sa fe ty c o d e s b e  

b a se d  o n na tio na lly re c o g nize d  mo d e l b uild ing  a nd  fire  c o d e s 

a nd  re q uire s b o th to  b e  re vise d  b y Ja nua ry 1, 2005, a nd  a s 

ne c e ssa ry the re a fte r, to  inc o rp o ra te  re visio ns to  the  mo d e l 

c o d e s. It e limina te s the  re q uire me nt fo r fire  sa fe ty c o d e  

re visio ns e ve ry fo ur ye a rs a nd  inste a d  re q uire s the m within 18 

mo nths a fte r the  mo d e l c o d e  re visio ns a re  first p ub lishe d , the  

sa me  sta nd a rd  a s fo r the  Sta te  Build ing  Co d e . By la w, the  sta te  

fire  ma rsha l a nd  Co d e s a nd  Sta nd a rd s Co mmitte e  ma y e le c t  
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no t to  d o  the  sc he d ule d  fire  c o d e  re visio ns if the y b o th c e rtify 

the  re visio ns a re  unne c e ssa ry.  

Effe c tive  Ma y 10, 2004 

 

XV.  Re la te d Hospita l Issue s 
 

Public  Ac t 04-46, AN ACT CONCERNING HOSPITAL BILLING 

PRACTICES.   

 

This Ac t ma ke s te c hnic a l c ha ng e s to  c la rify whe n a  ho sp ita l 

ma y re fe r a  p a tie nt d e b t to  a  c o lle c tio n a g e nt o r initia te  a n 

a c tio n a g a inst a  p a tie nt o r his e sta te  to  c o lle c t fe e s fo r c a re  

p ro vid e d  a t the  ho sp ita l o n o r a fte r Oc to b e r 1, 2003. 

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004  
 

Public  Ac t 04-242, AN ACT CONCERNING MANDATORY LIMITS 

ON OVERTIME IN HOSPITALS.   

 

This Ac t p ro hib its re g iste re d  a nd  lic e nse d  p ra c tic a l nurse s a nd  

nurse 's a id e s fro m b e ing  re q uire d  to  wo rk a d d itio na l ho urs in 

ho sp ita ls b e yo nd  wha t is sc he d ule d , e xc e p t und e r c e rta in 

c o nd itio ns.  

 

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2005 

 

Public  Ac t 04-164, AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALITY OF 

HEALTH CARE.  

 

This Ac t re vise s C .G .S. § 19a -127n, a s a me nd e d  b y se c tio n 123 

o f P.A. 03-278, se tting  fo rth the  re q uire me nts fo r ho sp ita ls a nd  

o utp a tie nt surg ic a l fa c ilitie s to  re p o rt a d ve rse  e ve nts to  the  

De p a rtme nt o f Pub lic  He a lth.  This Ac t re d e fine s wha t 

c o nstitute s a n “a d ve rse  e ve nt” , inc re a se s fro m 72 ho urs to  7 

d a ys the  time  p e rio d  within suc h a d ve rse  e ve nts must b e  
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re p o rte d , a nd  a llo ws 30 d a ys fo r filing  a  c o rre c tive  a c tio n p la n 

with DPH.  

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004 

 

XVI.  Employme nt Issue s 
 

Public  Ac t 04-178, AN ACT CONCERNING ENFORCEMENT OF THE 

PERSONNEL FILES ACT.   

 

This Ac t a utho rize s the  La b o r Co mmissio ne r, in c o nne c tio n with 

c o mp la int inve stig a tio ns, to  sub p o e na  the  e mp lo ye r, 

e mp lo ye e , o r a ny p e rso n who  ha s c usto d y o r c o ntro l o f the  

e mp lo ye e ’ s me d ic a l re c o rd s o r p e rso nne l file  o r who se  

te stimo ny ma y b e  re le va nt to  the  inve stig a tio n.  This la w a p p lie s 

to  e mp lo ye e  p e rso nne l a nd  me d ic a l re c o rd s ke p t b y p riva te -

se c to r e mp lo ye rs und e r the  Pe rso nne l File s Ac t.  

 

Effe c tive  Oc to b e r 1, 2004 

 

Public  Ac t 04-179, AN ACT CONCERNING CONTRIBUTIONS DUE 

THE UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION FUND.   

 

This Ac t p ro vid e s fo r the  a d ministra to r o f the  une mp lo yme nt 

c o mp e nsa tio n fund  to  ma ke  o r e nte rta in a n o ffe r o f 

c o mp ro mise  fo r a ny c o ntrib utio ns d ue  if the  o ffe r is b a se d  o n 

d o ub t re g a rd ing  the  e mp lo ye r’ s lia b ility fo r the  a mo unt in 

c o ntro ve rsy (i.e ., a  g e nuine  d isp ute  e xists a s to  lia b ility o r the  

a mo unt o f lia b ility)  o r the  c o lle c tib ility o f the  a mo unt d ue  (i.e ., 

the  e mp lo ye r’ s a sse ts a nd  inc o me  a re  le ss tha t the  full a mo unt 

o f the  e mp lo ye r’ s d e b ts, o b lig a tio ns a nd  lia b ilitie s und e r sta te  

a nd  fe d e ra l la w).  

 

Effe c tive  July 1, 2004   
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Public  Ac t 04- 47, AN ACT CONCERNING THE TIME PERIOD FOR 

CERTAIN WORKERS' COMPENSATION PAYMENTS.   

 

This Ac t e xte nd s, fro m 10 to  20 d a ys, the  ma ximum a mo unt o f 

time  e mp lo ye rs ha ve  to  ma ke  c e rta in wo rke r's c o mp e nsa tio n 

p a yme nts to  injure d  e mp lo ye e s.   

 

Effe c tive  Ma y 4, 2004 
 

Public  Ac t 04-214, AN ACT CONCERNING LUMP SUM PAYMENTS 

UNDER THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT AND 

DISQUALIFICATIONS AND OFFSETS UNDER THE UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION ACT.   

 

This Ac t e limina te s the  une mp lo yme nt c o mp e nsa tio n b e ne fit 

re d uc tio n fo r ind ivid ua ls re c e iving  a  So c ia l Se c urity p e nsio n a nd  

ma ke s two  c ha ng e s to  the  d e finitio n o f "willful misc o nd uc t" 

re g a rd ing  a b se nc e s fro m wo rk. By la w, te rmina tio n fro m wo rk 

fo r a ny sta tuto ry fo rm o f willful misc o nd uc t d isq ua lifie s a n 

e mp lo ye e  fro m e lig ib ility fo r une mp lo yme nt c o mp e nsa tio n. 

Und e r c urre nt la w if a n e mp lo ye e  ha s thre e  a b se nc e s witho ut 

e ithe r g o o d  c a use  o r no tic e  to  the  e mp lo ye r, whic h a n 

e mp lo ye e  c o uld  re a so na b ly g ive  und e r the  c irc umsta nc e s, in 

a n 18-mo nth p e rio d  it c o nstitute s willful misc o nd uc t. Se c tio n 2 

o f the  ne w la w c ha ng e s the  re q uire me nt to  thre e  a b se nc e s in 

a  12-mo nth p e rio d  a nd  ma ke s a n a b se nc e  o f o ne  d a y o r two  

c o nse c utive  d a ys witho ut g o o d  c a use  o r e mp lo ye r no tific a tio n 

a  "se p a ra te  insta nc e " o f a n a b se nc e .    

 

Se c tio n 1 o f the  Ac t a lso  a utho rize s wo rke rs' c o mp e nsa tio n 

lump  sum se ttle me nts to  b e  p ro ra te d  o ve r the  life  e xp e c ta nc y 

o f the  injure d  e mp lo ye e  if the  p a rtie s a g re e  a nd  the  WC 

Wo rke rs’  Co mp e nsa tio n Co mmissio ne r a p p ro ve s.  
 

Effe c tive  June  3, 2004 fo r se c tio n 1 a nd Oc to b e r 1, 2004 fo r 

se c tio n 2 
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XVII.  Bills of Inte re st tha t Die d  

 

SB 3, An Ac t Conc e rning  the  Dutie s of the  Conse rva tor of a  

Pe rson 

 

SB 56, An Ac t Conc e rning  Ma nda tory Ove rtime  in He a lth Ca re  

Fa c ilitie s, wa s a me nd e d  to  no  lo ng e r p e rta in to  ma nd a to ry 

o ve rtime . The  b ill wa s p a sse d  a s a  re visio n to  the  SCRF p ro g ra m. 

 

SB 318, An Ac t Conc e rning  Nursing  Home  Sta ffing  Le ve ls 

 

SB 319, An Ac t Re quiring  a  Pa in Ma na g e me nt Protoc ol in 

Nursing  Home s 

 

SB 396, An Ac t Conc e rning  the  Solic ita tion of Cha rita ble  Funds 

 

SB 606 An Ac t to  Study Options a nd Inc e ntive s Re la te d to  LTC 

Funding  

 

HB 5406, An Ac t Esta blishing  a  Me dic a tion Te c hnic ia n Pilot 

Prog ra m 

 

Public  Ac t 04-155, An Ac t Conc e rning  Proc e dure s in Me dic a l 

Ma lpra c tic e  Ac tions  (Ve to e d  d ue  to  la c k o f c a p s o n 

d a ma g e s.)  

 

Housing  Bills: All o f the  b ills re la te d  to  the  se g re g a tio n o f yo ung  

d isa b le d  re sid e nts in sub sid ize d  se nio r ho using  site s ha ve  d ie d .  
 


