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Wiggin and Dana LLP Honored with Pro Bono Award from
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.

Wiggin and Dana LLP and Trusts & Estates lawyers Leonard Leader, David Kesner and
Michael Clear, and will be honored by Connecticut Legal Services, Inc. (CLS) for pro
bono services rendered in the preparation of special needs trusts for the benefit of six teens
and young adults who have mental health disabilities.

The firm and lawyers will receive pro bono awards from CLS during its 30th anniversary
celebration, October 4, 2007 at the Elks Lodge in Middletown, CT. The event will
feature keynote speaker Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers. In addition to the awards
presentation, Hartford-based attorney and chair of Wiggin and Dana’s National Appellate
Practice, Aaron S. Bayer, will be named chair of the organization.

“Connecticut Legal Services is pleased to honor Wiggin and Dana and its dedicated
lawyers who have gone above and beyond to assist us in our mission, providing access to
justice as a means of improving the lives of low-income people throughout the state,” says
CLS executive director Steven D. Eppler-Epstein. “The special needs trusts that Len,
David and Mike worked to establish will bring a world of opportunity and secure a
brighter, more dignified future for a group of mentally disabled individuals in our
community.”

Wiggin and Dana’s pro bono involvement in this matter came in the wake of the
settlement of W.R. v. Dunbar, a class action case filed by CLS against Connecticut’s
Department of Children and Families alleging failure to offer community-based
placements to severely mentally ill children and youth in its care. In a June 2007
settlement, the state agreed to increase funding of services for mentally ill children by $10
million. CLS called upon Wiggin and Dana and its trusts and estates lawyers to help the
individual plaintiffs access the settlement monies supporting their needs while preserving
their eligibility for other essential living benefits. Attorney Michael Clear also agreed to
take on the responsibility of serving as the trustee to these clients.

“This was an opportunity to help those people truly in need of legal services on a very
immediate and personal level in the community in which we live and work,” says Len
Leader, chair of Wiggin and Dana’s Trusts & Estates Department. “Our experience with
trusts intended to benefit special needs individuals made this a natural project for our
involvement, and we were happy to work with CLS to make this happen.”
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“The settlement could not have happened without Wiggin and Dana and Len Leader
agreeing to take this project on, without David Kesner’s guidance, and, in particular,
without the personal commitment from Michael Clear to serve as trustee,” says Catherine
Williams, CLS attorney and class counsel. “The special needs trusts will make a huge
difference for our clients. This gives them a shot at developing the skills they need to be
independent adults.”

Wiggin and Dana LLP is a full service firm serving clients domestically and abroad from
offices in Stamford, New Haven and Hartford, Connecticut, New York and Philadelphia.
For more information on the firm, visit its website at www.wiggin.com. The Trusts &
Estates Practice Group at Wiggin and Dana offers a full range of sophisticated estate
planning and administration services including drafting of wills, trusts, probate and estate
settlement services, trust administration and tax return preparation.

Connecticut Legal Services, Inc. (“CLS”) celebrates 30 years of dedicated service to low-
income Connecticut residents with urgent life needs. CLS was founded in 1977 as a
result of a merger of six legal services agencies. CLS serves 122 communities throughout
the state not including areas of Hartford and New Haven counties containing 146,000
poor and 208,000 near poor people who are financially eligible for its services. Since its
inception, CLS has provided high-quality legal assistance to more than 150,000 clients,
and it continues to open an average of 5,000 cases each year.
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