
Remembering Our Partner Ken Heath

Kenneth Heath

January 26, 1970 to February 9, 2009

The Wiggin and Dana community is mourning the loss of

its partner Kenneth D. Heath, who passed away on

February 9, 2009 after a long and courageous battle with

cancer. Ken was 39. He leaves behind a loving wife,

Jennifer, and their son, Evan.

Ken was a remarkable lawyer with a very impressive

background. Ken graduated from the University of Virginia

in 1992, where he was a Jefferson Scholar and received his

B.A. in Foreign Affairs and Philosophy (with significant

coursework in aerospace engineering to maintain his longtime interest in math and

science). He received a Master in Public Affairs in 1994 from the Woodrow Wilson

School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University, and he received

his J.D. in 1999 from Yale Law School. Before law school, Ken held several

government positions focusing on national security issues. He was an intern in the

office of the Defense Advisor to the United States Mission to NATO in Brussels, and

later spent two years as a Presidential Management Intern within the Office of the

Secretary of Defense — focusing on issues such as strategic arms control relations

within the former Soviet Union.

As this extraordinary background illustrates, Ken had a brilliant mind, and excelled

in many areas before practicing law. He was also an outstanding lawyer. Ken began

working at Wiggin and Dana right out of law school in 1999, and joined the

partnership on January 1, 2009. During his ten years at the firm, Ken worked

tirelessly on trials and appeals, including high-profile trials for Yale-New Haven

Hospital and Yale University, as well as numerous appeals to the federal Courts of

Appeals and the Connecticut Appellate and Supreme Courts. Ken also worked on

significant amicus briefs in the U.S. Supreme Court in the cases involving

Seattle/Louisville school integration, the University of Michigan minority

admissions policies, and the governmental display of the Ten Commandments,

among others. He was co-author of the firm’s Supreme Court Update, an email

summary of U.S. Supreme Court news that Ken drafted with his good friend and

colleague, Kim Rinehart.

Ken was very proud to be a lawyer at Wiggin and Dana, and we are proud (and

lucky) that he chose to practice law with us. We miss him.
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