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CONNECTICUT CASE DETERMINES DOMICILE
OF MULTI-STATE TAXPAYER

Navigating the complexities of estate
tax can be challenging, especially when
determining the domicile of a taxpayer
with residences in multiple states. In
the recent Connecticut Superior Court
case, Daniels v. Commissioner, the court
faced the intricate task of establishing
the domicile of a wealthy individual who
divided his time between Connecticut,
Florida and Arizona. This case highlights
the importance of understanding how
courts assess domicile based on intent
and lifestyle, providing valuable insights
for taxpayers aiming to change their
domicile while maintaining significant
connections to their original state.

The case determined the domicile of a
wealthy taxpayer who spent 5.5 months
in Connecticut, 3.5 months in Florida,
and 3 months in Arizona each year, from
approximately 2006-2015.

Because domicile is a question of intent,
courts often look to an individual’s manner
of living to make the determination, and
the court acknowledged that the task was
made even more complicated in this case
by the decedent’s financial resources
and his “peripatetic lifestyle,” including
the fact that he was wealthy enough to
own multiple homes in multiple states
that the court each determined to
qualify as a primary residence.
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Despite the taxpayer holding a Florida
driver’s license, having registered to vote
in Florida, maintaining a local banking
account and declaring himself a Florida
domiciliary, the court determined that the
decedent was domiciled in Connecticut
at the time of his death and liable for
approximately $13 million in Connecticut
estate taxes. The court downplayed the
significance of these factors, saying that
each was a “one-time, administrative task
accomplished with little more than an
afternoon’s or a day's effort, and carry[ing]
little practical significance in or impact on
[the decedent]'s day to day life.”

The court weighted these “one-time
administrative elections” against the
decedent’s intent as demonstrated by

his actions over the years. The court
again acknowledged that “the idea of a
‘permanent’ home is a somewhat ill-fitting
concept in this case” because of the
decedent’s practice of moving around
the country but found that he maintained
a "more lasting connection to Connecticut
than any other state” and said “where [the
decedent] chose to spend his time is a
more persuasive indicator of [his] intent.”

While the ratio of time the decedent

spent between Florida and Connecticut

was important to the determination of
CONTINUED

www.wiggin.com


https://www.wiggin.com/person/michael-t-clear/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/robert-w-benjamin/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/daniel-l-daniels/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/seth-e-ellis/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/david-w-kesner/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/leonard-leader/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/vanessa-l-maczko/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/erin-d-nicholls/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/carolyn-a-reers/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/matthew-e-smith/

WIGGIN

CLIENT ALERT | MARCH 20, 2025 WIGGIN AND DANA

CONNECTICUT CASE DETERMINES DOMICILE OF
MULTI-STATE TAXPAYER

GEORGE R. FREUND domicile, the court also stressed that domicile while maintaining a home in
561.910.7512 the decision was based upon “the their original state and significant
gfreund@wiggin.com combination of the amount of time personal connections with the state. In
PATRICIA L. LINCOLN spent in Connecticut, together with addition to completing the administra-
561.910.7513 the full personal, social, and property tive tasks, it is imperative for taxpayers
plincoln@wiggin.com connections maintained by [the to maintain a consistent course of action
decedent] over that same time period, demonstrating the intention to abandon
SCOTT G. RICHMAN that the court considers persuasive in domicile in their original state, which
561.910.7516 determining domicile.” is primarily demonstrated by where the

srichman@wiggin.com S
) ) ) ) taxpayer chooses to spend their time.
This case is an important reminder

MI-HAE € RUSSO for taxpayers wishing to change their

212.551.2619
mrusso@wiggin.com

MARY MARGARET COLLEARY  Tpjs publication is a summary of legal principles. Nothing in this article constitutes legal advice,
212-551'2637. ) which can only be obtained as a result of a personal consultation with an attorney. The information
mcolleary@wiggin.com published here is believed accurate at the time of publication, but is subject to change and does

I fall rel i .
VICTORIA FIENGO not purport to be a complete statement of all relevant issues

212.551.2634
viiengo@wiggin.com

RUTH FORTUNE
203.363.7658
rfortune@wiggin.com

NICHOLAS R. JACKSON
561.910.7544
njackson@wiggin.com

ASHTON C. MALKIN
561.910.7511
amalkin@wiggin.com

MARISSA A. O'LOUGHLIN
203.363.7674
moloughlin@wiggin.com

SARA K. OSINSKI
212.551.2856
sosinski@wiggin.com

KAITLYN A. PACELLI
203.363.7635
kpacelli@wiggin.com

ANDREW S. PHILBIN
203.363.7606
aphilbin@wiggin.com

© 2025 Wiggin and Dana LLP In certain jurisdictions this may constitute attorney advertising. www.wiggin.com


https://www.wiggin.com/person/george-r-freund/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/patricia-l-lincoln/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/scott-g-richman/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/mi-hae-k-russo/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/mary-margaret-colleary/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/victoria-fiengo/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/ruth-fortune/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/nicholas-r-jackson/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/ashton-c-malkin/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/marissa-a-oloughlin/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/sara-k-osinski/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/kaitlyn-a-pacelli/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/andrew-s-philbin/

